History of our organisation :

FAMSA Northern Mpumalanga, situated in Dullstroom Emnothweni, our new name, was founded in July 2003 with an initial focus on community development in the surrounding rural areas. Members of our local Sakhelwe community – the Mpilonhle Primary School Principal, the Clinic Sister, the Homebased Care Coordinator, together with our Dullstroom Doctor, were instrumental in our establishment and continue to serve on our Board of Management  four and a half years’ later.
Needs were great, with 80-90% unemployment, accompanied by poverty and malnutrition, and 37% HIV+. Our programmes focused initially on the capacity building of youth, women and men, and AIDS awareness and prevention. 

Training of Social Auxiliary Work students was introduced, and from the first four to graduate and with the assistance of two government subsidies, we were able to employ two – the other two are working for Emakhazeni Municipality. Five more students write their final exams in February.
Sadly, the AIDS pandemic continues unabated, with anti-retroviral medication still unavailable to many, and the number of orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) in our Emakhazeni communities rapidly escalating. Two years ago, we initiated our programme to monitor and support OVC and foster parents in six Emakhazeni 
Communities through the appointment, training and ongoing supervision of eight volunteer Coordinators, who continue to provide valuable assistance.
Another grave concern has been the continuing number of deaths of terminally ill people living alone, without care. Three years ago we established the need for a hospice, and together with government support, are finally able to purchase a 16-bed prefabricated hospice, to be towed to 12 hectares of land in Sakhelwe, leased to us by Emakhazeni Local Municipality. This will be arriving in mid-March; so we face many challenges meanwhile in acquiring staff, equipment and funding.

Family and friends in England have established a registered Charitable Trust to assist (website www.sakhelwe.org.uk) and we find it heartwarming and supportive that people so far away show care and concern for our communities.
